
GRAND JUNCTION SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST 
CHURCH CAMPUS 

TIME TO PRAISE 

  

“In all your ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct your paths.” ~Proverbs 3:6 NKJV 

Friday evening, March 31, 2017 members of the Grand Junction Church 
came together as Bernie Hartnell, Building Committee Chairperson, led 
in thanking God for His blessings, miracles, and promises experienced in 
the relocation of our facilities. We pray for continued discernment and 
Holy Spirit guidance as the Maranatha volunteers arrive on April 30. 

Dan Watson, realtor, recounted the past efforts of locating and evaluating 
potential properties for sale but finding no suitable properties. In looking 
at unlisted properties that fit our criteria he located a beautiful 10-acre 
site one and a half miles from our present location. Though the property 
was not listed for sale, the Building Committee wrote a letter asking if 
they would consider selling to our church. The owners had been 
contacted repeatedly by developers over the past 20 years wanting to 
purchase their property but did not want their land used for high-density 
living units. After receiving the letter, the owners agreed to sell as they 



were very happy to have our church campus located there. During 
negotiations, they agreed to reduce the asking price $200,000 as a 
donation to our church. 

In the meeting with negotiators for Colorado Mesa University (CMU) for 
the sale of our property, the CMU team, headed by President Tim Foster, 
quickly agreed to our appraised value of $4.1 million though their 
appraisal was $400,000 less. The Holy Spirit led out in this process and 
the sale was completed on December 1, 2016. 

The sale of our property and the purchase of the new property coming 
together at the same time is truly a miracle. In addition, Dan Watson, a 
full time local realtor, volunteered his time for many months, sometimes 
40 hours a week, on our project. 

RV parking is needed for Maranatha volunteers during the 6 weeks they 
will be on site. We asked CMU, who now owns the property, if our 
volunteers could use the school rest rooms and classrooms and park 
their RV’s in the parking lot and play field. The initial response was “no” 
to the use of the grass field for parking. After church members petitioned 
God to intervene, the university reconsidered and will provide the large 
parking lot north of LLLC for RV parking. In addition, CMU has agreed to 
provide water and electrical hook-ups for the volunteers. CMU has been 
consistent in their cooperation toward us while carefully considering 
their interests. 

A required asbestos study revealed a little asbestos in the school but a 
substantial amount in many locations throughout the church. The 
estimated cost to remove was $200,000. During  negotiations CMU 
agreed to cover the removal for a $25,000 reduction in their payment to 
us, a savings of $175,000. 

The CMU sale contract requires us to vacate the school at the end of this 
year’s school year. After attempting to locate available and affordable 
space to conduct classes beginning in August, CMU recently agreed to 
extend our occupancy of the present school to October 31, 2017 – a huge 
blessing. 
  
Trees on the west side of the new property and some of the trees on the 
south side were diseased and needed to be removed. Justin Perkins and 
his All About Trees crew took down the trees, hauled off the remaining 
large chunks, and ground down the stumps at half the cost of the next 
lowest bid which did not include hauling off and stump grinding. 



Extensive stone work on the buildings is estimated to cost $25,000. 
Church member, David Priest a retired Adventist school teacher and 
accomplished stone mason, has volunteered to complete this work. 

Wes Harlin, another long-time church member and retired trucker and 
contractor and on fire for God, visited with management at Whitewater 
Sand and Gravel asking them if they could help us out on prices. They 
agreed to furnish material at a more than 25% price reduction. 
During initial topsoil removal for the church and school monolithic 
concrete slab a number of tree roots made their appearance. Because 
they would eventually rot, creating voids and likely settling and cracking 
the concrete they need to be removed by over-excavating 3 to 4 feet and 
backfilling with structural rock – a large unexpected extra expense. A 
prayer gathering, attended by approximately 50 church members, was 
immediately held on site asking the Lord to heal the ground and save us 
from the extra cost. Upon further excavation, it was discovered that less 
that 10 % of roots were present in the remaining area requiring only 2 
feet of over-excavation. And the price of the structural rock came in at an 
extremely low price. 

The Grand Junction City Planning and Building Departments are 
working closely with us to accommodate our need to have necessary 
approval prior to the arrival of the Maranatha teams. They gave us 
partial approval so we can go ahead with earthwork and concrete 
placement prior to final plan approval which is outside of their normal 
process. Many of the officials in those city departments are believers and 
anxious to facilitate our project. 

“I will lift up my eyes to the mountains, from whence comes my help? My 
help comes from the Lord, who made heaven and earth.”  
~Psalm 121:1 NKJV 

As we look up beyond our limited vision, not focused on our 
circumstances, but focused on God, He continues to provide the help we 
need. 

        Ron Johnson 04-07-2017


